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House of Representatives 
The House met at 2 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. DENHAM). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
February 27, 2012. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable JEFF 
DENHAM to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Compassionate and merciful God, we 
give You thanks for giving us another 
day. 

Bless the Members of this people’s 
House as they return from busy days 
away from the Capitol. 

Give them strength, fortitude, and 
patience. Fill their hearts with char-
ity, their minds with understanding, 
their wills with courage to do the right 
thing for all of America. 

In the work to be done now, may 
they rise together to accomplish what 
is best for our great Nation and, in-
deed, for all the world. For You have 
blessed us with many graces and given 
us the responsibility of being a light 
shining on a hill. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
WILSON) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

COMMENDING DETROIT CATHOLIC 
CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL 

(Mr. MCCOTTER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, today 
I rise to commend my alma mater, De-
troit Catholic Central High School, for 
winning Michigan’s 2012 Division I 
State Wrestling Championship. It is 
the team’s ninth State wrestling cham-
pionship. 

After winning the Catholic High 
School League title, CC dominated the 
district and regional meets; and, in the 
finals, defeated Oxford to cap a 25–3–0 
season. 

Coach Mitch Hancock’s team not 
only claimed their second title in 3 
years, they are sending 10 Shamrock 
wrestlers to the individual State finals. 
Truly, the toil and devotion of every 
CC teammate is inspiring and well re-
flects upon the entire Catholic Central 
family, which celebrates these student- 
athletes’ achievement. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing Coach Han-
cock’s Catholic Central Shamrocks for 
having earned the 2012 State wrestling 
title and for exemplifying the Basilian 
Fathers’ teachings of goodness, dis-
cipline, and knowledge. 

Live and die for CC High. 

NEW PARTNERSHIP WITH 
KYRGYZSTAN 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, last week, I was grateful to be 
part of a Congressional delegation, led 
by Chairman DAVID DREIER, that estab-
lished a partnership with the par-
liament of Kyrgyzstan, the Jogorku 
Kenesh. We traveled as members of the 
House Democracy Partnership, which 
works with parliaments in new democ-
racies to build stronger legislatures. 

Following parliamentary elections in 
2010, the Kyrgyz Republic last year 
completed the first peaceful demo-
cratic transition of Presidential power 
in Central Asia after an open and com-
petitive election. New President 
Almazbek Atambayev is committed to 
parliamentary democracy. 

Under the leadership of Speaker 
Asylbek Jeenbekov, the parliament 
and HDP will work together to 
strengthen committee operations, 
budget analyses, constituent relations, 
and other institutional reforms. 

Kyrgyzstan is a bright star in Central 
Asia, with a growing economy, dedi-
cated President, the prestigious Amer-
ican University of central Asia, and dy-
namic parliamentarians working with 
an engaged population to establish a 
democracy. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

SAY YES TO DOMESTIC ENERGY 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, when 
the President took office, gasoline cost 
$1.96. Now it’s almost $4 a gallon. 
Spring breakers in Disney World can 
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